
 

 

          [MEETING NAME]  
HGS BOARD  
MEETING MINUTES 

Date: November 12th, 2024, Meeting held via Zoom 
Quorum confirmed, meeting called to order by Penny Patterson (HGS President) 
Time: 6:18 pm  
 

2024-2025 Board Members 

Penny Patterson (P) Patty Walker (PE) Catie Donohue (VP) Sophie Broun (S) 

Glenn Lowenstein (T) Angela Hammond (TE) Ted Godo (E) Lucia Torrado (EE) 

Catherine Cox Strong (D2) Lauren Seidman 
Robinson (D3) 

Judy Schulenberg (D1) Sharma Dronamraju (D4) 

Board Present

Penny Patterson (President) 

Glenn Lowenstein (Treasurer) 

Angela Hammond (Treasurer Elect) 

Ted Godo (Editor) (Joined late) 

Lauren Seidman Robinson (D3)        

Patty Walker (President Elect) 

Catie Donohue (Vice President) (Joined late) 

Lucia Torrado (Editor Elect)    

Catherine Cox Strong (D2) 

Sharma Dronamraju (D4)

Penny Patterson – Meeting started at 6:18 pm with Quorum of 9 Board Members present.  

First Order of Business Discussion & Approval of the Minutes: Penny Patterson made minor 
changes to the draft of the September minutes. Catherine Strong had also sent changes that have been 
incorporated. No other board members had any proposed changes.  

 
Motion: 
Motion to approve the October 2024 Minutes with suggested revisions as Final. Patty Walker so 
Moved and Catherine Strong Second the Motion. There was no other discussion, Vote passed 
Unanimously.  

The Final Minutes for October can be found in the HGS Dropbox under: Dropbox\HGS Committee 
Report & Board Minutes\Monthly Meeting Minutes Reports\2024-2025 Board Minutes\Final 
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Treasurer’s Report – Glenn Lowenstein 

Glenn Lowenstein presented the Treasurer's Report.  
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Motion: 
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Catherine Strong so Moved and Sharma Dronamraju  
Second the Motion.  There was no discussion, Vote passed Unanimously.  
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Secretary Report – Presented by Sophie Broun 

New Membership Applications Report: 

We had 14 new Active applicants and 5 student applicants. There were no applicants for Associate or 
Emeritus membership.  

The board members reviewed the list of new applicants and some candidates that were carried over 
from last month. The final approved list is shown below with accepted candidates marked in green 
and some on hold for additional information marked in yellow.  

Membership for November 
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 Motion: 

Motion to approve the agreed upon status of membership was made by Patty Walker and Ted 
Godo seconded. There was no discussion. Vote passed Unanimously.  

Andrea Peoples will add the names as New Members and put their names into Constant Contact. 

 

Major items for Discussion Penny Patterson 

Penny Patterson moved up the priority items in the Agenda. 

Grand Canyon River Trip – 7 signed up for field trip. 20 needed.   

Holiday Party – Will be held December 16th at the Cadilac Bar on Shepherd, 5:30 – 8:00pm. 

 

President Elect – Patty Walker  

Website 

Funds will need to be raised for a total re-build from a template. Aiming to launch in April to support the 
membership drive. There will be a committee formed to support the effort. Plan to incorporate 
sponsorship through advertising into the new website to assist with fundraising. Approximate cost 
estimate is ~$30 – 35k.  

Mentor Program 

Mentoring committee is being established to be led by Juliet Irvin as chair under Patty Walker. Aims to 
cover multiple areas incorporating soft skills and technical skills. 

 

Editor - Ted Godo 

Sufficient articles have come in for the next edition of the Bulletin. Discussion was held about what last 
minute information is to be expected before publication. Anticipating additional write-ups including from 
Africa Conference.  

 

Vice Presidents Report – Catie Donohue 

Sherriff lecture well attended with approx. 140 attendees. Article will be drafted for the Bulletin.  

Monthly dinner meetings are all booked and finalized through May with a question mark over December. 
Working on backup options for December. Discussion was held around options for the May meeting. 
Proposal to cancel reservation at the Norris Center for May and the board agreed. Further discussion 
about venue options for hosting events going forward.  

Lunchtime meetings to be more targeted ~30 mins and hosted at operator / sponsor facilities.  

 

Directors Reports: 

Penny Patterson for Judy Schulenberg (absent) 
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One student had to change career path so the check was returned. Re-assessed students and Calvert 
Scholarships will award 18 students (rather than 17) in 2024-2025 (9 PhD and 9 Masters students). 
Allison Barbato will be co-chair for the 2025 scholarship night event.  

Catherine Strong  

Houston Museum of Natural Science student expo went well. The energy institute went to the Bureau 
of Economic Geology for an educational outreach event. Houston gem and mineral show was held in 
Humble and many volunteers attended with rock samples given to teachers for educational outreach. 
Two STEM nights are coming up which HGS volunteers will attend.  

Lauren Robinson 

LinkedIn continues to be the heavy hitter for social media outreach with the most activity and followers. 
Continue to advertise upcoming fall events, Grand Canyon and Geo-Gulf across all platforms.  

Sharma Dronamraju 

Golf tournament was very successful, final report to follow in next few days. 

Clay shoot is coming up on 22nd November. 22 teams (4 more than last time). Conversation was held 
about potential prizes for the event.  

Presidents Report: 

New Business 

Letter of Transmittal for Bones in Schools program has been drafted to document transfer of Bones to 
Sam Houston State University. The transfer occurred on 30 October 2024.  

Interest in following up with members who have not renewed their memberships. Discussion about 
considering an option for discounted membership rates given the remaining time left in the year. 
Conversation continued about strategy to increase membership renewal with targeted outreach.  

 

Next Meeting Date – December 10th Tuesday at 6:15pm 

 

Motion 

Motion to adjourn the meeting Patty Walker and seconded by Catie Donohue 

All in favor, meeting adjourned at 7:56 pm. 

 


